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San Diego City Councilperson Ben
Hueso has been elected the coun-
cil president which is a personal
achievement for Hueso and is sig-

nificant for the Hispanic community in
general. Ben Hueso is now the second
most powerful politician in the city and
has elevated his constituency base be-
yond District 8 to now representing the
whole city.

Hueso’s rise to prominence is all the
more impressive when you consider that
just four years ago in 2004 he was los-
ing his first campaign for San Diego
Unified School Board to Luis Acle. Acle
proved to be a disaster as a school board
member and Hueso, in 2006, ran for city
council. Hueso won the seat in the Pri-
mary overwhelming a relatively weak
field of candidates and it has been straight
to the top ever since.

Hueso has developed a political base
that includes friends such as former As-
sembly speaker Fabian Núñez and Lorena
Gonzalez CEO/President of the San Di-
ego & Imperial Counties Labor Coun-
cil. Along with being appointed president
of the city council he was also appointed
to the California Coastal Commission
this year. These two positions and as
council representative of District 8
makes Hueso, next to Mayor Sanders,
the most influential person in San Di-
ego and positions him for higher office
in the near future.

Hueso has also carved out a distinct
political path that earned him his present
position from being a strong opponent
to Mike Aguirre’s reelection campaign
to earning at least the respect of the en-
vironmental coalitions that at first op-

posed his appointment to the Coastal
Commission. Hueso at times has shown
an independent streak and at other times
has been a team player. Friends and col-
leagues say Hueso is not your typical
politician, with his strong suit being a
person with a good heart, honest, and with
good intentions.

But clearly this is a significant step for
the Hispanic community in San Diego.
Hueso has risen to a position of influ-
ence that to date no other Hispanic can
claim. Hueso’s election demonstrates a
continuing development of the political
significance of the Hispanic community
and when you couple this with the role
that Labor Council President Lorena
Gonzalez plays in local politics, you are
seeing the growth of a political base
within the local Hispanic community that
is a precursor of the political future for
the city and the state.

Lorena Gonzalez has already proven
her mettle and is a leader who will be a
key player for years to come. Ben Hueso
now must help guide the City of San Di-
ego through some very difficult times
that will test him beyond anything else
he has done politically. How Hueso
handles his council duties will determine
his political future. How Hueso helps to
develop the Hispanic political base in
San Diego will go a long way in deter-
mining the future for this community.

As a Hispanic, Hueso is in a unique po-
sition to help the Hispanic community
realize its full political potential. The
question is will he take on this role? The
Hispanic community will be watching,
waiting, and hoping for change!

Ben Hueso, City Council President, a significant
day for San Diego’s Hispanics

By Vince Vasquez

New number crunching from state finance
officials has revealed that California now faces
a staggering $41.8 billion shortfall across this
year and next year’s General Fund budget.
Exactly how Sacramento lawmakers will close
this massive gap is unclear, but a key opinion
survey and new developments in the state capi-
tol reveal that Latino residents should play
closer attention to how the budget crisis will
affect their families in the coming months.

According to results from a new statewide
poll commissioned by the San Diego Institute
for Policy Research, only 42% of Latinos are
either “somewhat familiar” or “very familiar”
with the budget deficit. This number contrasts
sharply with the familiarity of Caucasians (73%),
and Californians generally (64%). The reasons
for this information gap are likely to be demo-
graphic – the state Latino population is younger,
less likely to be registered to vote than the aver-
age Californian, and less likely to be following
the traditional news cycle. The preferred news
sources of Hispanics may also have an impact,
as they don’t overlap entirely with most state
residents. A 2004 survey from the Pew Hispanic
Center found that 24% of Latinos nationwide
receive all their news from Spanish-language
media, and 44% prefer a mix of Spanish and
English language sources. Thus, the mainstream
media drum beat on the state budget crisis, which
has raged for months, has reached relatively few
Latino households, which has profound conse-
quences for the community most at risk of ex-
treme budget-balancing acts.

Earlier this week, the Republican Caucus pro-
posed more than $15 billion in cuts to core gov-
ernment services, including $10.6 billion to K-
12 public schools and community colleges, more
than half a billion dollars in Medi-Cal cuts, and
the elimination of $5 million in state grants to
teach school children about the life of Cesar
Chavez. Democrats have been critical of these
cuts, saying they will hurt working families and
those in need, but their plan will also have nega-
tive impacts on Californians. The Democrats
have presented a budget package with cuts that
total less than half the size of Republicans,
which range from $4 billion in cuts for K-12
education, $312 million for transportation
projects, and $750 million for local public safety
programs. While Republican lawmakers ada-
mantly refuse to raise taxes to fix the budget
mess, particularly during this historic economic
downturn, Democrat leaders are pushing a com-
plex revenue plan that will raise more than $9
billion in state revenues by increasing the rates
of income taxes and sales taxes, as well as
creating a new oil tax, which is likely to be
shifted to consumers at the gasoline pump. Both
the Democrat and Republican plans make pain-
ful choices and will impact the lives of every-
day Californians, but Latinos have strong opin-

ions on their solu-
tions.

Latinos have
much at stake in
budget deliberations
– 47% of all stu-
dents in the K-12
system and approxi-
mately half of Medi-
Cal program recipi-
ents are of Hispanic
background. Not
surprisingly, opposi-
tion to health care
and education cuts is high. 90% of Latino re-
spondents in the opinion poll rejected cuts to
education spending, 84% opposed higher edu-
cation cutbacks, and 84% stood firm against
cuts in health and human services. In fact,
Latinos are more opposed to cuts in these pro-
grams than Caucasians and Californians gen-
erally. Opinions on tax hikes are however mixed.
Latinos widely support raising taxes on house-
holds that make  more than $250,000 every year
(60% support) and taxes on cigarettes and other
tobacco products (86% support), but they re-
ject tax increases that impact broader society,
such as sales tax hikes (70% opposed) and car
registration fees (71% opposed).

What’s most frustrating for policy makers is
that greater public awareness to the budget
crisis appears to not create demand for a bi-
partisan consensus, as Democrats and Repub-
licans who were surveyed and are well in-
formed on the budget mess did not support
reaching across the aisle for a solution. GOPers
opposed solving the problem by raising taxes,
and Democrats opposed broad-based budget
cuts, reflecting the current partisan gridlock in
Sacramento. Latino residents stand more
squarely in the Democratic column throughout
this crisis in terms of budget priorities, but the
¾% sales tax increase and 2.5% income tax
increase the Democrat lawmakers are propos-
ing may sour deeper support.

No matter how the state budget is balanced
for Fiscal Years 2009 and 2010, lawmakers need
to seek bipartisan structural reforms that will
prevent multi-billion dollar gaps in the future.
Proposals for new spending caps and tough
budget transparency measures can help sig-
nificantly reduce overspending, and fair
changes to pension benefits for future state
government employees must also be consid-
ered. Budget cuts must be human and respon-
sible, and reflect the realities of the diverse
needs of our California community. If residents
are to retain their quality of life, it’s clear that
Democrat and Republican politicians must
emerge from their partisan trenches and build
the consensus we ourselves lack.

Vince Vasquez is the senior policy analyst at the San
Diego Institute for Policy Research.

Vince Vasquez

State Budget Crisis Proves
Painful to Latinos

Por Humberto Caspa, Ph.D

De acuerdo a los recientes datos oficiales, el
desempleo en California está a más de 7% y el
nacional está por el 9%. A pesar de toda la
información que nos brinda las agencias
estadísticas, difícilmente podemos saber el
efecto real de la crisis económica, especial-
mente si consideramos que los datos oficiales
no consideran a las personas desempleadas que
no se han registrado y a la población de
trabajadores indocumentados.

Con certeza, sin embargo, lo que si sabemos
es que el nuevo equipo de Barack Obama va a
tener que crear un programa económico que
no solamente saque al país de la difícil situación
en la que se encuentra, sino que tendrá que
enmendar un sector financiero que sufre de la
confianza de sus contribuyentes, sobre todo de
liquidez económica.

¿Qué tipo de políticas económicas son las
más recomendables para sacar al país de la
crisis? ¿Será qué existe un modelo alter-
nativo?

Durante la administración Bush, el equipo de
gobierno recurrió casi enteramente a las
políticas de libre mercado para crear desarrollo
económico. Por muchos años, el sector
financiero se benefició de un programa de
gobierno que no controlaba sus transacciones
bancarias y le favoreció con un proceso de
desregulación que sólo se compara con el
periodo liberal de inicios del Siglo XX.

A corto plazo, las consecuencias fueron una
bonanza que creó un desarrollo económico
sustentable y aceleró la globalización. Sin em-
bargo, a mediano y a largo plazo, dichas políticas
generaron sobreproducción y el abuso del sec-
tor privado en las transacciones económicas,
lo cual eventualmente provocó una crisis a nivel
mundial. El “chispazo” grande se dio en nuestro
país y de ahí se contagiaron otras economías
del mundo.

Por lo que ocurrió recientemente, no creo
que nuevo equipo de Barack Obama proponga
una política de desregularización al estilo de

George W. Bush. Tampoco creo que impongan
políticas estatistas que caracterizó al gobierno
de Franklin D. Roosevelt y a un ciclo de
presidentes que creyeron que el gobierno
resolvería los problemas del desempleo.

Lo que probablemente ocurra es que Obama
creará un programa macro económico combi-
nado de políticas de mercado y estatistas. Es
decir una propuesta de lo mejor que tienen estos
dos modelos económicos.

 Con un programa económico mixto, los
mercados se mantendrían abiertos, pero las
inversiones extranjeras serían ajustadas y
controladas por el gobierno para que no exista
un déficit comercial con otras naciones,
particularmente con las economías asiáticas.

El gobierno de Obama no debe permitir, por
ejemplo, una relación económica tan asimétrica
con su similar de China. El beneficio económico
deberá ser para las dos partes, no sólo para los
chinos. Nuestros productos tienen que tener
acceso a sus mercados. Esto, por supuesto,
alimentaría a nuestra industria, crearía mayor
inversión en el mercado y generaría muchos
trabajos.

Por otra parte, una economía mixta no
permitiría el abuso de las empresas privadas
en el sector financiero y los mercados. El
gobierno estaría siempre pendiente de sus
transacciones y existiría leyes que permiten la
transparencia económica. Lo anterior no
significa que el gobierno se involucre en los
procesos microeconómicos de las empresas,
sino que controlaría sus abusos. Los anteriores
procesos fueron algunos de los elementos vitales
que adoleció el gobierno de Bush.

Al final, existe alternativa económica que nos
sacaría de la crisis que atraviesa el país. Es
cuestión que nuevo gobierno de Obama haga
ejercicio de un programa que combina un
modelo estatista y uno de mercado. Dada la
situación, yo creo que es la mejor medicina para
muestra malestar económico.

Dr. Humberto Caspa es profesor universitario. E-mail:
hcletters@yahoo.com

Política económica alternativa

By: Mike Allen

President-elect Obama has already broken
White House records for the number of top
Hispanic officials.

“Based on what I can cull from records, we
have more Hispanics in senior positions in this
White House than under either President Bush
or President Clinton,” according to White
House chief of staff Rahm Emanuel.

“Diversity wasn’t the driving force here,”
Emanuel added. “I’m proud of the fact that it
is a diverse staff. But most importantly, the
quality is of a single standard. We wanted to
make sure that we got a great staff of sea-
soned people — both on the policy front and
on the political front — who know their stuff.”

According to research by the Obama transi-
tion:

— The maximum number of Latino Assis-
tants to the President at any one time was two:
under President Bill Clinton in 1998 and 2000.

— The maximum number of Latino Assis-
tants and Deputy Assistants to the President
combined at any one time was five — in the

current Bush White House and in the Clinton
White House in 1998.

Obama has already named these well-known
Hispanics to his government:

— New Mexico Gov. Bill Richardson to be
secretary of commerce

— Nancy Sutley to be Chair of the White
House Council on Environmental Quality

— Moises “Mo” Vela to be Director of Ad-
ministration, Office of the Vice President

— Louis Caldera to run the White House
Military Office

— Cecelia Munoz to be director of the White
House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs

— U.S. Sen. Ken Salazar (D-Colo.), for sec-
retary of the interior

— Bronx Borough President Adolfo Car-
rion is rumored to be the president-elect’s
choice to head the new White House Office
of Urban Policy.

— Obama has decided on Rep. Hilda L. Solis
(D-Calif.) to be his labor secretary, according
to Democratic sources.

Repinted from Politico (http://www.politico.com/)

Obama sets record for top Hispanics


